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National Commission for Scheduled Castes

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22" DECEMBER, 2011 WITH REPRESENTATIVES,
MEMBERS OF SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS, NGOs AND PERSONS OF EMINENCE FROM
CIVIL SOCIETY AT CONSTITUTION CLUB, NEW DELHI.

National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) organized a meeting with office bearers of
SC / ST Service Associations / NGOs / Person of Eminence from Civil Society, working for betterment
of SCs / STs to discuss various issues pertaining to welfare of SCs. This was to get feed back from
participants about functioning of Government programmes / guidelines and what more the Government
can be done. Meeting was inaugurated by Shri Mukul Wasnik, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. Dr. P.L.Punia, Hon’ble Chairman, NCSC gave key
note address. Dr. Raj Kumar Verka, Hon’ble Vice Chairman, NCSC; Shri Raju Parmar, Hon’ble
Member, NCSC; Shri M.Shivanna, Hon’ble Member, NCSC; and Smt. Latha Priya Kumar, Hon’ble
Member, NCSC also graced the meeting. List of participants is at Annexure I.
pA Meeting started with welcome address by Vice Chairman, NCSC; followed by lighting of lamp
by Hon’ble Union Minister and other dignitaries. Dr. Verka in his welcome address said that
development of any nation has no meaning when a particular section of society such as the downtrodden
are socially and economically alienated from mainstream. Scenario is critical when we analyze overall
development of our country in absence of equal opportunity for the downtrodden. After 64 years of
independence, SCs are barred even today from temple entry at many places. Different measures along

with voluntarism can play a pivotal role in eradicating this social menace of untouchability.
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In his inaugural address, Hon’ble Union Minister spoke about initiative Government of India has

taken to protect interest of SCs. He has also highlighted areas where much need to be done like

amendment of SC/ST (POA) Act, offering scholarships both at pre-matric and post-matric levels to

adequate number of SC students and ensure quality education.
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Hon’ble Chairman, NCSC in his key-note address stressed the following points:

He emphasized need for holistic development of SCs and urged for finding immediate solution
for inter community rivalry on reservation etc. There are incidences where different Government
departments are against each other in Courts by spending public money against Constitutional
rights of SCs & STs. This needs to be discouraged.

Despite the provision under Article 17 of the constitution, Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955,
SCs/STs(POA) Act, 1989 and, Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry
Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993 the untouchability is still a reality. It should be eradicated
immediately. System of manual scavenging is still prevailing in many in many States in overt or

covert forms. It should be eradicated immediately.

Migrant SCs are not getting benefits in States where they have migrated, citing reason that
particular caste is not listed in ‘Schedule’ valid in that particular State. Caste certificates issued
by the original State should also be accepted as valid certificate in such State(s) where SCs have
migrated.
Special Component Sub-Plan’s nomenclature should be restored original as Special Component
Plan and adequate fund should be made available under this head to initiate development
programmes for SCs.

Sanction of Parliament on the lines of MNAGREGA on mission mode through a

Parliament Act for SCP can be alternate to present system.
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